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HOSPITALS — MATERNITY BYPASSES 
521. Ms L. METTAM to the Minister for Health: 
I refer to media reports, confirmed by the Department of Health, that a number of hospitals were on diversion on 
the weekend due to their maternity wards being at capacity and that a mother with twins had to bypass two hospitals 
before finally giving birth at Fiona Stanley Hospital. 
(1) What is the minister’s latest excuse for this unacceptable standard of care? 
(2) Can the minister update the house on how many midwives the state is currently short across the health system? 
Mr R.H. COOK replied: 
(1) I thank the member for the question. The answer is the same as it was last week because things have not 

changed in the 72 hours since the member asked me a question on this point. Our hospitals continue to 
be under acute levels of demand associated with both the COVID-19 pandemic spike in demand, as well as 
additional demands associated with long-stay patients, higher acuity and mental health presentations. 
Because of that, our systems continue to be under pressure. I am working with the other health ministers as 
we speak in relation to a discussion paper around hospital demand management right across the country. It 
is clear that all our hospitals in every state are under significant pressure and that is being felt everywhere. 

(2) I do not have the exact number of midwives that the member has asked for, but, obviously, I have been 
detailing over a number of weeks the amount of recruitment that is going on for doctors and nurses whom 
we are trying to bring into the state. Just last week, on Monday, 25 new nurses started at the Sir Charles 
Gairdner Hospital emergency department. There will be 234 new staff beginning by the end of this month 
right across the east metropolitan health services. 
Midwifery continues to be an area of high demand and shortage, which is the reason we are focused in 
particular upon recruiting midwives, particularly those with some years’ experience, both from the east coast 
and internationally. There is no overnight fix for our hospital system. It is a system that is under pressure, 
but we need to make sure that we can make strategic investments to ensure that we can increase the supply 
so that, ultimately, we can better manage demand. And that is precisely what the McGowan government 
is doing. 
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